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Description

This statuette is a scaled-down copy of the so-called "Aphrodite of Knidos" (or "Knidian
Aphrodite"). It is one of the most famous works by the Attic sculptor Praxiteles, probably
created between 350 and 340 BC and erected in the temple at Knidos.

For the first time in art, a goddess was depicted completely naked, which contributed to her
fame. The charisma of this work was so great that it was depicted on coins, for example, and
even in Roman times writers such as Pliny reported on it in the naturalis historia (36, 20):
"The Venus of Praxiteles surpasses all works of art in the whole world. Many have made the
sea voyage to Knidos merely to see this statue". Its creation is closely linked to the hetaera
Phryne, who is said to have been Praxiteles' model.

This work is the first to depict the type of the "Venus pudica" (pudica = shamefaced) in art.
Here the goddess covers her shame with her right hand while holding the robe in her left.
Aphrodite was depicted preparing for the ritual bath to restore her virginity. (AVS)

Former August Kestner Collection, Rome

Detailed description

Auf beide Schultern fallen, im Gegensatz zum grofiplastischen Vorbild, lange
Lockenstrdhnen herab. Am linken Oberschenkel Rest eines Gewandsaumes.

Die Gottin ist in dem Moment dargestellt, bevor sie ins Bad steigt. Standbein rechts, -
Spielbein links. Den rechten Arm halt sie leicht angewinkelt nach unten, mit der Hand die
Scham bedeckend, wahrend sie mit der linken Hand des seitwérts gebeugten Armes das
iiber eine Hydria herabhédngende Gewand fasst.

Basic data


https://nds.museum-digital.de/object/6380

Material/Technique: Marble

Measurements: Height: 16.5 cm
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