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Description
The depiction of Janus is similar to those on the obverse of republican aces; however, it is
very rarely found on gems. The dependence of this gem image on corresponding coin
images is also proven by the numeral sign I between the backs of the heads.

In 46 BC, Gaius Iulius Caesar declared January 1st the first day of the year with the
introduction of the Julian calendar, also to honour Janus. The name of the first month of the
year is also derived from him. The two-faced Janus, the god of the beginning and the end, is
one of the oldest Roman gods and has no equivalent in Greek mythology.
The Romans began the year with sacrifices. They decorated their houses with laurel, which
was considered purifying, visited each other for joint celebrations and exchanged gifts -
actually everything, just like today.

Former August Kestner Collection, Rome

Detailed description
Lorbeerbekränzer Doppelkopf mit abgerundeten Vollbärten, oben zwischen den
Hinterköpfen ein I.

Basic data

Material/Technique: Glass paste, light brown / carved
Measurements: Height: 1.16 cm, width: 0.94 cm

https://nds.museum-digital.de/object/86326


Events

Created When 50 v. Chr. - 50 n. Chr.
Who
Where Rome

Collected When
Who August Kestner (1777-1853)
Where Rome

[Relation to
person or
institution]

When

Who Janus
Where
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