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Description
Sirens are known from Greek mythology as hybrid beings with a bird's body and a human
head. The Egyptians worshipped the Ba bird in this form, which could act autonomously as
the embodiment of the soul after death.
The yellow, very hard faience is a special feature. So far, only two other vessels are known,
probably from the same workshop as this siren. The piece was probably produced in a
Greek-influenced workshop in Lower Egypt, most likely in Memphis.

Former collection Friedrich Wilhelm von Bissing

Basic data

Material/Technique: Silica ceramic / scratched
Measurements: Length: 7.5 cm, Height: 6.7 cm

Events

Created When 620-520 BC
Who
Where Lower Egypt

Found When
Who
Where Memphis

Collected When

https://nds.museum-digital.de/object/85702


Who Friedrich Wilhelm von Bissing (1873-1956)
Where

[Relation to
person or
institution]

When

Who siren
Where

Keywords
• Aryballos
• Salbgefäß
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