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Description
Vessels that held oil, perfumes or ointments could have different shapes. The classical forms,
which because of a narrow mouth only allowed the valuable contents to be poured out drop
by drop, included, for example, the footless, flask-shaped vessel known as an alabastron in
Greek and as a balsamarium in Roman, which sometimes had eyelets for hanging on strings.
Frequent motifs in Corinthian vase painting were various animals, often cats of prey. But
mixed creatures or griffins were also popular. On the lower frieze of the Alabastron we see a
lion facing a grazing buck. On the reverse side, a swan raises its wings. The upper frieze
shows a siren and a panther. (AVS)

Basic data

Material/Technique: Clay
Measurements: Height: 23.6 cm, diameter: 10,6 cm

Events

Created When 590-570 BC
Who
Where Corinth

Keywords
• Alabastron
• Cougar

https://nds.museum-digital.de/object/85674


• Panthera leo
• Raubkatze
• Sphinx
• Swan
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