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Description
The so-called Maltese or Maltese Spitz was a popular dog breed in Egypt as well as in the
Greco-Roman Mediterranean region. However, contrary to what the breed's name suggests,
its origin cannot easily be linked to the island of Malta. The name is derived from the
Semitic word 'màlat' and means 'refuge' or 'harbour'. This word root can be found in many
place names in the Mediterranean, such as the island of Melitaea (now Mljet) southeast of
Corfu, or the island of Malta.
Because of their popularity as lapdogs, small-format statuettes of this dog breed may have
been placed as 'knick-knacks' figures for decoration in homes, or they may have served as
toys for children. (AVS)
Left ear broken off. Standing dog with coiled tail.

Former collection Erhart Kästner, Wolfenbüttel

Basic data

Material/Technique: Clay / from the mould
Measurements: Length: 5.2 cm

Events

Created When 500-450 BC
Who
Where

Collected When

https://nds.museum-digital.de/object/84996


Who Erhart Kästner (1904-1974)
Where

Keywords
• Canidae
• Figurine
• Maltese
• Tierfigur

Literature
• Liepmann, Ursula (1975): Griechische Terrakotten, Bronzen, Skulpturen. Hannover, 71 Nr.
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